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The Life of St Sylvester is narrated through the images 
of the twenty-four lunettes that decorate the walls 

of the two cloisters of the monastery of Montefano: four 
lunettes are in the minor cloister, twenty in the major 
one.

Several noble families of Fabriano contributed to their 
production and their coats-of-arms are represented at 
the base of the lunettes.

The lunettes illustrate, with a simple and naïve art, 
vivacity of colour and richness of fantasy, the main 
episodes of the Life of St Sylvester (1177-1267) taken 
from the contemporary biography of the saint (Vita 
Silvestri) written by the monk Andrea di Giacomo da 
Fabriano between 1274 and 1282 by order of Bartolo da 
Cingoli, the third Prior General.

Andrea di Giacomo took his information from the 
witness of the numerous disciples still living, from 
Benvenuto, companion of study of St Sylvester at 
Bologna and Padua, afterwards bishop of Osimo (+1282), 
and probably also from his own direct knowledge.

From the Vita Silvestri there emerges the luminous 
figure of the saint, authentic man of God, rich in virtue 
and supernatural gifts, privileged with divine visions.
The original parchment manuscript of the Vita Silvestri 
is jealously preserved in the archive of Montefano.
The lunettes in both cloisters were restored in 2008.

Major cloister

The original structure of the main cloister goes back to 
the 13th century.
Initially, the cloister consisted of three sides, that now 
correspond to the upper church (north side), to the 
monastic refectory and annexes (south side), and to the 
oratory of St Benedict with adjoining rooms (west side).
On the east side was the vaulted bell tower with one 
bell.

The present main cloister, completed by the fourth side, 
was built in the first decade of the 17th century during 
the terms in office of the Priors General Angelo Cingoli 
(1601-1604) and Nicolò Cossa (1607-1610).

In September 1740 the abbot of Montefano, Camillo 
Schimberni, gave the commission for the twenty 
lunettes that decorate the main cloister to the painter 
Antonio Ungarini or Ungherini da Fabriano (+1771), 
who began work in September 1740.

The work, interrupted because of the powerful 
earthquake of 24 April 1741 which caused notable 
damage to the monastery and resulted in seven victims 
at Fabriano, was completed in 1742.

Under every lunette the painter wrote a caption in 
Italian, still preserved. In the publication the captions 
are not visible because the lunettes were cropped to 
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highlight the image. In the east side of the cloister there 
are four windows: three opening on the sacristy and 
one to the church. Thus the four lunettes painted there 
are resected by these fixtures. In the publication the 
windows were removed for an aesthetic reason, namely 
to eliminate the reflection of light and colour that could 
have compromised the visibility of the subject of each of 
the four lunettes.

The pictorial cycle of the lunettes of the main cloister 
gives the vocational journey of St Sylvester from the 
time of leaving his native city of Osimo, around 1227, 
until his death which took place in the monastery of 
Montefano on 26 November 1267.

Minor Cloister

The minor cloister was built around the middle of the 
17th century.
In 1760 the abbot of the monastery, Angelo Tempestini, 
had it rebricked and facing it had the four lunettes 
painted. The name of the artist is unknown, probably 
someone local and modest.

The four lunettes illustrate the period of the life of the 
saint at Osimo (birth, studies, clerical state, canon) until 
his conversion to the eremitical and monastic life.

Of the captions in Latin written by the painter under the 
lunettes, there is conserved only that making reference to 
the priesthood of St Sylvester: CUM SACRIS LITTERIS 
DEDISSET / OPERAM SACERDOS EVADIT (= after 
applying himself to the study of divinity he became a priest). 
It is the only lunette that depicts an episode not spoken 
of in the Vita Silvestri.

Principal stages of the life of St Sylvester

Sylvester was born in Osimo in the Marches, of the 
noble family of the Guzzolini around 1177. His father 
Gislerio sent him, “still an adolescent, to Bologna and 
Padua with the order to dedicate himself to the study 
of law”, but after a short time Sylvester, “thirsty for the 
knowledge of divinity”, abandoned such study to give 
himself to theology and sacred scripture (Vita Silvestri, 
ch.1).

When Gislerio came to know that Sylvester, having 
returned to Osimo, had interrupted the study of law, 
took this “with bad grace” and for ten years deprived 
his son of his conversation. Finally, overcoming his 
father’s hostility, Sylvester was able to embrace the 
ecclesiastical state and by the merits of his life was 
received among the canons of the cathedral church of 
Osimo (Vita Silvestri, ch.1).

Neither the Vita Silvestri nor contemporary documents 
refer to the priesthood of Sylvester, whereas later 
tradition, beginning from the 17th century, is unanimous 
in associating the title “canon” with that of “priest”.

Towards 1227, owing to discord with his bishop, “whose 
behaviour was hardly exemplary”, and considering 
“the vanity and brevity of human life” (Vita Silvestri, 
ch.2), Sylvester fled from Osimo and retired to a solitary 
life at Grottafucile, a cave among the crags of the Gola 
della Rossa near Serra San Quirico (below flows the 
river Esino and there winds state road 76 from the Val 
d’Esino with the tunnel “San Silvestro”).
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On reaching the cave Sylvester exclaimed: “This will be 
my resting place, here will I live, because so many times 
the Lord revealed to me in vision that I must choose this 
place” (Vita Silvestri, ch.3).

Grottafucile, 17km from Fabriano, was the property of 
the nobleman Corrado, lord of the castle of Revellone. 
He recognized the hermit immediately, having met 
him in the curia of the legate of the Marca d’Ancona, 
defending energetically the rights of the church of 
Osimo.

Sylvester did not remain long unknown in the solitude 
of Grottafucile: amongst the numerous devotees and 
faithful who visited him there were also some religious, 
who tried to “draw him to their Order and to make him 
accept their habit and Rule”. After mature reflection 
Sylvester chose the Rule of St Benedict of Norcia 
and putting off “the old clerical habit”, received the 
monastic cowl from a “venerable monk” named Peter 
(Vita Silvestri, ch.4).
At Grottafucile Sylvester welcomed the first disciples 
and built a small hermitage that he dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary.

In 1231 Sylvester founded near Fabriano the monastery 
of St Benedict (from 1617 called St Sylvester) on a plot of 
wooded land received as a gift, around the spring Fonte 
Vembrici, which still exists.

The monastery, 7km from Fabriano, at 800m above sea 
level, near to the top of Monte Fano, was chosed by 
Sylvester as the mother house of his Order.

In 1248 the religious family of Sylvester, made up of 
four monasteries (St Benedict of Montefano, St Mary 
of Grottafucile, St Mark of Ripalta near Arcevia and 
St Bonfil near Cingoli), obtained canonical recognition 
from Pope Innocent IV with the name of Order of St 
Benedict of Montefano, today the Sylvestrine Congregation.

Subsequently, Sylvester founded a further eight 
monasteries in isolated and solitary places.
The new foundations were always accompanied by 
miracles performed by the saint in favour of the people 
of the surrounding territory.

Sylvester died on 26 November 1267, leaving twelve 
monasteries and one hundred and twenty monks. His 
death was accompanied by numerous wonders. The 
mortal remains of the saint are kept in the church of the 
monastery of Montefano.

�





-
9

The birth of St Sylvester in Osimo (Ancona)
Sylvester was born around 1177.

In the fresco the mother is lying on the bed while the handmaidens prepare to wash the new-born, before a lighted fire.
One of the two handmaidens touches the water to test the temperature.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 1

Surely we cannot pass over in silence the deeds of our holy 
father Sylvester, whose life was marked by so many virtues, 
enriched with so much grace, illustrated by so many miracles.
Without seeking grace in expression and leaving aside the 
“rivers” of many events, I will recount in simple words only 
the “drops” of his life, of his virtues and of his miracles, that 
were fully related by some of his disciples worthy of faith.
Sylvester signifies “he who stays in the wood): that is, 
appears from the site of his monasteries all constructed in the 
woods and in solitary places. Remaining fixed in one place, 
in fact, is proper to those who battle, who contemplate, who 
persevere. He in fact, fought against the demon with the 

vow of obedience, against the world with the vow of poverty, 
against the flesh with the vow of chastity; by an assiduous 
meditation he came to hold vain the things of the world, 
poisonous those diabolical, ephemeral those worldly. And in 
all this he persevered with perfect fidelity until death.
Sylvester, man of God and servant of God, was originally 
from Osimo. Noble by his father’s line amongst others of the 
same city, he was no less ornate in faith and virtue, since as 
he grew exteriorly in age, so also more did he shine interiory 
in virtue and good works.

Vita Silvestri, Prologue and ch.1
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His father, Gislerio, expert in civil law, sent Sylvester as an 
adolescent to Bologna and Padua with the order to dedicate 
himself to the study of law. But later Sylvester wisely 
abandoned such study as it did not at all light up his heart 
with divine things, and he began to yearn with all his desire 
for the rivers of pure theology.
Thus leaving the study of law, thirsty for the knowledge of 
divinity, he dedicated himself with such ardour to enrich 
himself in a short time both with the best of that science, and 
with the acuteness of his intelligence. He thus drew at the 
springs of the Saviour with a thirsty soul the water of saving 
wisdom, which he then poured from his suave lips to the 
utility and advantage of all.

These and many other praiseworthy things were related, and 
his narration is worthy of belief, by the venerable man and 
devoted man of God Benvenuto, who now rules as pastor the 
city of Osimo and who was then his companion in the schools.
After he was sufficiently instructed, not so much by 
assiduousness in study as by the gift of God who instilled the 
knowledge, he returned home.
When his father Gislerio learned that Sylvester, renouncing 
the study of law, had applied himself to that of Sacred Scripture, 
he took it very badly and unjustly refused to converse with 
him the following ten years.

Vita Silvestri, ch.1

Sylvester graduates in Theology

Sylvester defends his doctoral thesis at the University of Bologna before a commission of six professors.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 2
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The first mention of the priesthood of Sylvester is found in the 
Brief Chronicle of Abbot Sebastiano Fabrini of 1613:
“And growing more every day the fame of his holiness and 
perfection of doctrine (...) with the great joy of the whole city 
and with universal contentment of all he was elected and 
promoted to the dignity of the Canon in the cathedral church 
of the city of Osimo. Seeing himself raised to this rank,  he 
never allowed to penetrate his mind a spirit of pride or 
vainglory, but more than ever intent on divine service, with 
great humility and devotion, having obtained the other orders 
and reached the dignity of the priesthood, he gave himself 
entirely to the practice of holy contemplation and prayer and 

to all the good works proper to his rank. Rather, from then 
more than ever eager for the wellbeing of his neighbours, with 
ardour and assiduousness he laboured to profit the souls of 
his citizens not only with private exhortation and familiar 
reasoning, but still more with the exercise of public preaching, 
to which, after having been made canon, he always attended 
with every diligence, preaching the word of God continually 
with much fruit and with the great satisfaction of the people”.

(Brief Chronicle of the Congregation of Sylvestrine Monks 
of the Order of St Benedict, Camerino 1613, p.5)

Sylvester is ordained priest by the bishop of Osimo
	

The Life does not give and information about the priesthood of Sylvester, while from the beginning of the seventeenth century
the tradition is unanimous in attributing to Sylvester the title of “priest”.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 3
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Owing to the merit of his life he was then received among the 
canons of the cathedral church of the city of Osimo.

Having accepted the office, he did not fulfil it negligently, 
but rather attended with greater vigilance to prayer and 
preaching: for this he was pleasing and dear to God and to 
the people.
Inflamed with the zeal of charity and fearing God more than 
men, he did not hesitate to rebuke, as was appropriate, his 
bishop who led a life that was hardly exemplary.
The prelate, however, receiving the correction of Sylvester as 
arrows of an assailant and seeing also that his preaching was 

more favourably received by the people than his own, moved 
by envy and jealousy, sought without mercy every possible 
way to deprive him of the canonical benefice.

Examining with diligence in the secret of his heart the battle 
and the envy of his bishop, as also the vanity and brevity of 
human life, very often in the night watch he was carried in 
thought to Monte Nero, situated in a land overseas. Besides, 
as he later narrated, he was in dreams taken to other solitary 
and desert places which in person he later found to be as 
shown him.

Vita Silvestri, ch.1 and 2

Sylvester is accepted among the Canons of the cathedral of Osimo

The dean of the chapter of canons bestows the ermine stole on Sylvester.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 4
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Sylvester thus decided to withdraw into solitude, abandoning 
completely the glory of the world.

At that time the canons slept two to a cell; one night he left the 
room secretly and the door opened so silently (which before 
was not possible without much noise), that those who do not 
know the ways of the Lord could not believe it.

Sylvester gave thanks for this to the Creator of all things and 
that same night had a pious man named Andrew come in 
secret to help him in his plan.

Hearing with religious attentiveness the plan of Sylvester, 
Andrew kept it hidden and gave him what help he could.

Both left the city in the silence of the night and reached a place 
where Sylvester did not have to fear being found by relatives 
and friends.

So the man of God sent back the horses with Andrew (who 
later became a monk under his guidance), and all alone with 
extraordinary fervour he began to seek the most hidden 
recesses of that uninhabited place.

Vita Silvestri, ch.2

Sylvester leaves Osimo at the age of about 50, around 1227
In the fresco Sylvester has youthful look indicating the turning point in his life: he is starting everything again from the beginning.
The index finger of his right hand is raised towards heaven, indicating that from here on he will dedicate himself completely to God.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 5
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Sylvester, therefore, abandoning the vanities of the world and 
almost forgetting the things here below, with all his thought 
and desire he soared every day to those more worthy to be 
loved, that is to say to the sweetness of heavenly things.

He was then handsome in aspect, chaste in body, devoted in 
thoughts, affable in conversation, marked by prudence and 
temperance, ardent in charity, prompt in patience, firm in 
humility and stability: in a word, he flowered before the Lord 
with every kind of virtue.

The first hermitage where Sylvester took up his abode was 
near the castle of a nobleman named Corrado and was about 
thirty miles from Osimo.

After he had been there a few days, he was discovered, dressed 
in the clerical habit, by some servants of Corrado, who took 
care to refer to their lord what they had discovered.

Vita Silvestri, ch.2 and 3

Some servants of the nobleman Corrado find Sylvester

The servants of the nobleman Corrado, lord of the castle of Revellone, find Sylvester praying on his knees in the hard stones in a cave of 
the Gola della Rossa near the river Esino. In the background was the castle of Revellone near Castelletta.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 6
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Corrado then, taking with him several men, set out for 
the solitary place to see the man of God: he found him and 
recognized him, since he had met him in the curia of the 
marquis energetically defending the rights of his church of 
Osimo.

Corrado listened with great attention to the motive for his 
presence, understood his praiseworthy plan and content with 
this led him to a cave where he sent him daily the necessities 
for living.

There he was attentive to fasting and prayer with 
assiduousness, advancing every day from virtue to virtue. 
And, indeed, as he later told his brothers about the poverty of 
that place, often for his daily meal he prepared only raw herbs, 
since he was unknown to others.

Vita Silvestri, ch.3

The nobleman Corrado visits Sylvester and takes him to another cave

Sylvester comes out of his cave and welcomes the noble Corrado. In the background the castle of Revellone near Castelletta.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 7
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However, since in that cave water dripped continually from 
above the whole week, Sylvester did not remain there long. In 
fact, the most kind dispenser of every gift had already prepared 
another abode more hidden.

Thus a priest, considering that he could not long resist the 
hardships he had to support in that cave, lovingly took care to 
lead him to another somewhat further, where later Sylvester 
was to build a monastery.

Seeing it, the man full of God thanked God and the priest and 
chose it as suitable for him to serve the Lord, with the verse of 
the psalm: “Here – said Sylvester – will be my resting place, 
here will I live, since so many times the Lord revealed to me 
in a vision that I was to choose this place”.

Vita Silvestri, ch.3

A priest leads Sylvester to Grottafucile

On the right of the fresco is a bridge on the river Esino; above the castle of the nobleman Corrado.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 8
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As the Lord wished to show more broadly that precious 
treasure for the common good, his reputation began to spread 
everywhere, so much that a great number of religious and 
faithful flocked to him. Knowing his happy undertaking and 
fervour, all took back to their homes in the depths of their soul 
the greatest admiration and devotion.

Many of those religious sought to draw him to their Order 
and to make him accept their habit and Rule. Sylvester 
humbly refused their invitations as he had not yet reflected 
with attention on the Rule and habit to adopt.

However, from that moment he began to think seriously which 
form of religious life was suitable for him to embrace.

Sometimes he also had the desire to go overseas to serve the 
Lord more freely.

However the merciful Lord disposed otherwise as in his 
efficacious providence, I believe, he did not wish that the 
province of Marca be deprived of the presence of such a man.

Vita Silvestri, ch.4

The reputation of the sanctity of Sylvester

attracts religious and faithful

In the fresco we can identify: on Sylvester’s right an Augustinian; on his left a Dominican, a Camaldolese and an Olivetan.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 9
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And behold, while he was neither completely awake nor fully 
sleeping, a venerable old man with some disciples, carrying 
the habit which would subsequently be adopted by the servant 
of God Sylvester: it was blessed Benedict who, after greeting 
him, immediately revealed his name.

The venerable Benedict then invited him to choose definitively 
his Rule and habit. Sylvester, with great happiness and joy, 
enthusiastically embraced in his heart the exhortation of 
blessed Benedict and said to him: “I thank you, venerable 
father, I your unworthy and poor servant, because you 
deigned to visit me when I was doubtful and anguished: I 

will do what you advise”. Sylvester then recounted that, after 
the blessed Benedict left, he received with great joy the same 
habit with which Benedict was dressed from a venerable monk 
named Peter, called Magone.

Thus, putting off his old clerical dress and receiving the 
humble monastic habit, he submitted himself humbly to the 
yoke of the monastic rule and as an athlete of God entered the 
field of battle to do combat with perseverance.

Vita Silvestri, ch.4

Sylvester embraces the Rule of St Benedict

St Benedict, accompanied by his disciples Maurus and Placid, gives the Rule to the kneeling Sylvester.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 10



-
19

The man of God Sylvester began to build monasteries and to 
gather in them men for the service of God, not seeking contact 
with seculars but choosing rather solitary and deserted places 
in preference to cities.
Thus he built the second hermitage in the wilderness of a high 
mountain called Monte Fano, and such it was in name and 
in fact, the access to it being tiring and difficult on every side. 
The was actually so solitary and wild that no one, no matter 
how mature, ventured there without company, because the 
cunning devil was a danger for most.
In this hermitage he built an oratory dedicated to blessed 
Benedict and, with those whom he guided to sanctity by 

his teaching and by the example of his praiseworthy life, he 
established a sizeable community. Thus having cast out from 
the hermitage of Montefano a multitude of demons, the servant 
of God organized there a group of just men whom he formed 
according to the monastic rule with his teaching. So, in the 
place where sin abounded, grace more than abounded. People 
then came in crowds to the man of God to receive from him 
willingly and devoutly the counsels of his holy preaching and, 
admiring his way of life, commended themselves insistently 
to his prayers.

Vita Silvestri, ch.6

Sylvester founds the hermitage of St Benedict of Montefano

The arrival of Sylvester causes the flight of seven demons from Monte Fano.
In the Bible seven is the symbolic number for completeness.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 11
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the downward slope of the mountain. They found him not in 
the company of men, not surrounded by a band of servants, 
not while he satisfied himself with flour and fine wine, but 
sustaining the weakness of body with coarse barley bread and 
water from the spring; and lying at his feet was a wolf.

When the holy man saw them, he made a sign to the wolf with 
his hand, adding the words: “Go off! I have other guests to 
welcome”. At his voice the wolf at once rose and, wagging its 
tail, with lowered head it went quickly inside the hermitage 
as indicated.

Vita Silvestri, ch.7

The holy man spread such a fragrance of humility ad meekness, 
that he not only drew to himself wild men intolerant of any 
bond with the force of his gentleness, but ferocious animals 
dangerous to men, that is to say wolves, lost their boldness 
and ferocity and became mild and gentle contrary to their 
nature.

Once, when he was still alone in the hermitage of Montefano, 
three men came to visit him from the town of Fabriano at the 
foot of the mountain, one of them still living, though very old. 
These three found Sylvester while he was taking his meal of 
just bread near a fountain of fresh spring water that arose from 

A wolf as guardian of the cell of Sylvester at Montefano

The first visitors from Fabriano found Sylvester in the hermitage of Montefano in the company of a wolf.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 12



-
21

At that time a young man of Fabriano named Servolo came 
to the man of God with the desire to become a monk and, 
throwing himself at his feet, he insistently asked that he be 
granted the monastic habit to serve under his teaching the 
Creator of all things.
Since he showed a firm and steady purpose of enduring any 
adversity, Sylvester received him kindly and took him into 
the community according to the procedure established by the 
Rule.
But since any unexpected change does not happen in general 
without opposition, the relatives of the aforesaid Servolo, like 
people only attached to the things of the world, hastened to 

the monastery, armed and full of fury; discovering how things 
had gone, they broke out into a loud cry and one of them, 
stretching out his hand, hit the servant of God Sylvester 
with a slap in the sight of everyone; then, taking the boy, he 
dragged him violently out of the monastery.

The scoundrel, by the name of Trasmondo, who had spread 
his hand so violently against the servant of God, immediately 
after the sacrilegious beating, was struck by divine justice 
with the incurable disease of leprosy.

Vita Silvestri, ch.11

Sylvester accepts the young Servolo and is slapped

On the left of the fresco a relative of the young monk Servolo slaps Sylvester. 

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 13
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by his brothers, the holy man rushed and, tracing the sign of 
the vivifying cross, gets onto the stone and with amiability 
exhorts the bearers to move it resolutely. Unbelievable! At the 
intervention of the servant of God, the stone becomes so light 
that everyone marvels greatly, because it seemed to no longer 
have the weight of a stone but of a very light wood.

And so that stone that previously could not even be moved was 
transported to the monastery without the slightest difficulty.
And all, recognizing the power of God in his servant Sylvester, 
made endless thanks to the Creator.

Vita Silvestri, ch.9

Another time the man of God was in the aforementioned 
hermitage and the brothers, not very far away, wanted to 
transport a stone to the monastery, thinking of using it for 
the altar.

To lift it all the monks came out of the monastery, except 
the man of God, and also called some seculars to help. They 
gripped the stone to carry it; but it was as heavy as if it had 
roots and was still firmly attached to the rock.

Then they clearly understand that the evil spirit must have 
been lying there, since no attempt was of avail to move it. Called 

Silvester drives out the demon from the stone

that was to serve as altar

Sylvester, with a sign of the cross, made leap from a stone the demon impeding its transport.

Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano, lunette n. 14
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Trasmondo, who had extended his hand violently against the 
servant of God, had incurred the incurable disease of leprosy. 
He therefore carried the punishment of his sin and all the 
remedies sought by the doctors against the disease did not 
bring him any benefit.

Eventually he deliberated within himself and, having laid 
down his violent disposition, returned with a rope tied to his 
neck to the servant of God whom he had offended to apologize 
for the outrage; he threw himself at the feet of the holy man, 
begged forgiveness with his face watered with copious tears 
and in the presence of the servant of God he recognized that 

he justly suffered his penalty as punishment of his great and 
reckless arrogance.
The venerable father held out his hand to the prostrate man at 
his feet, rejoicing at the repentance he made for his crime and, 
praying to the almighty Lord for him, granted him the grace 
of his blessing. As soon as he received his blessing, Trasmondo 
felt himself being inundated by divine virtue and, the evil of 
the leprosy disappearing, while retaining the signs in his face, 
thanks to the man of God he recovered his health. Thus he 
had the grace of healing right there, where he had incurred a 
punishment for his reckless audacity.

Vita Silvestri, ch.11

The relative of Servolo repents of his fault and Sylvester heals him

Sylvester blesses Trasmondo, who begs pardon on his knees, and his hand struck by leprosy is healed.
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Sylvester, passing once by the castle of Gualdo Tadino, whose 
inhabitants revered him beyond any words, he was hosted 
together with two of his monks. At the dawn of the following 
day, a woman came out of the city and began to shout loudly 
like the Canaanite: “Servant of God, have mercy on me and 
wait!”.
Hearing these cries, the man of God stopped and waited for 
her. She fell at his feet, praying for her son who had such an 
incurable disease of the face that, in the opinion of all the 
doctors, there was no hope of recovery.
Then the pious man Sylvester, considering the faith of the 
woman as well as the extreme need of the infirm child, made 

a sign of the cross on the cruel disease, and invoked the divine 
clemency saying: “Almighty God, do not look at my sins, but 
at the faith of this woman and show with abundance your 
goodness to her son so that, freed from this horrible infirmity, 
there will be recognized in him your power and your strength“.
And the brothers who were with him said, “Amen”.
At the sign of the cross and at the prayer of the man of God, 
immediately followed the divine strength which, by stopping 
the flow of the terrible and purulent wound, granted the grace 
of healing to the infirm child.

Vita Silvestri, ch.13

Sylvester miraculously heals a sick child
 

During his travels to found new monasteries Sylvester carried out healings and miracles.
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Some nobles who resided in the castle or fortress in the 
locality “le Sassa della Rossa”, on the road that leads to Jesi, 
abandoned themselves to robbery and looting, so that nobody 
could pass by without danger of death.

One day it happened that the holy man Sylvester, while going 
to the monastery of Isaac, met with two of those men so famous 
for their cruelty. He, driven by zeal for justice, spoke as was 
his custom in words of correction and charitable admonition, 
saying to them: “Why, wretched men, are you taken up with 
so much cruelty? Why do you not fear the judgment of God 
that is near? Stop doing evil, learn to do good.

Convert yourselves to God with prompt penance because the 
judgment of God and his anger will soon come and they will 
inveigh against you”.

But they did not seem to accept his warnings and reproaches, 
but rather they detested them and rejected them. These 
wretched men returned to their home and on the third day by 
divine disposition are miserably killed by their nephew.
The holy man Benedetto da Fabriano and two other monks 
who were his traveling companions often told the other 
brothers this prophecy.

Vita Silvestri, ch.22

Sylvester admonishes in vain some cruel nobles

In the fresco are depicted three nobles (The Vita speaks of two), known for their cruelty,
who do not take into account the appeals of Sylvester and incur a tragic end.
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to one of his disciples and subjects, a most holy man named 
Brother Simon, illiterate and completely devoid of letters, to 
obtain from him the explanation of the passage; so he went to 
the monastery of Ripalta, which was almost nineteen miles 
from the Hermitage of Montefano.
So Brother Simon, considering the humble modesty of his 
spiritual father, hid his face in his hands, raising his eyes to 
the Lord who gives wisdom to the simple; and to the spiritual 
father who ordered it, he explained the meaning of the required 
passage in such a way that the latter returned to the hermitage 
of Montefano with his intelligence fully satisfied.

Vita Silvestri, ch.18

The holy man lowered himself to such an abyss of humility 
that he did not let himself be taken by any motion of human 
vanity or praise, but he rejected any honor addressed to his 
person with the same energy with which the proud escapes 
from every humiliation.
Once, while he was in the Hermitage of Montefano intent 
on reading the prophet Jeremiah, he came across a passage 
difficult to understand, I believe in order that his humility and 
the holiness of the other should be made clear; and although 
he spent several days on it in prayer and meditation, he could 
not understand it as he wished.
Then, animated by a spirit of humility, he decided to appeal 

The admirable humility of Sylvester

Sylvester consults the illiterate disciple Simon to obtain the explanation of a difficult passage of Sacred Scripture. 
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A blind man, knowing the fame of the holy man and beginning 
to nurture faith and devotion to him, went to the monastery of 
Montefano where the man of God lived and insistently asked 
the brothers to be able to speak with him.
The brothers present, considering the fervor with which he 
insisted, went to the cell of the man of God and humbly begged 
him to give him an audience. He went out, who so loved his 
neighbor and asked him humbly what he wanted. The blind 
man, hearing his voice, jumped with joy in his heart and, 
throwing away the stick he was using as a guide, prostrated 
himself at the feet of the holy man, shouting with a loud voice: 
“Have mercy on me, holy father, have mercy of me”. The holy 
man, raising him from the ground with his hands, asked him: 

“What do you ask, son, what do you ask?”. And the blind 
man: “I ask nothing else, O holy one of God, except that you 
pray to the Lord for me and that on my darkness you draw a 
sign of the cross”. The man of God immediately stretched out 
his hand and, imploring the divine clemency, made a sign of 
the cross towards his face. At such a sign and fervent prayer 
the eye of the divine mercy regarded from above the blind man 
who, at that very moment, the darkness of blindness being 
cast out, obtained by the merits of him the gift of a clear sight 
and a new meaning in life.
Egidio, a monk of the Camaldolese Order, and the holy man, 
Brother John of the Staff, witnessed this miracle.

Vita Silvestri, ch.28

At Montefano Sylvester heals a man born blind

Present at the miracle were a Camaldolese monk and Brother John of the Staff.
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Once the servant of God had an extension built at the monastery 
of Montefano. The walls of the building having been completed, 
the master builder was about to cut a beam; the holy man 
warned him: “Dear friend, before placing the ends of this beam 
in the wall, measure it three times and then cut it”.
But he, despising in his heart these words and advice and 
trusting more in his own abilities, cut the beam without 
measuring it. Then he hoisted it and tried to place it in the 
wall, but he could not absolutely because it was missing a 
piece: it was shorter than necessary.
He, then, remembering the words that the holy man had told 
him, was all confused, knew he had made a mistake and, in 

front of him, he recognized his wrong red-faced.
Seeing this, the man of God said to him: “Go, son, and place 
the beam in the wall because God will help you”. He replied: 
“This is not possible, Father, because the beam does not reach 
the required measure”.
Then the holy man, taking up the beam, said to the master 
builder: “Pull the end of the beam on your side, that I will pull 
it from the other”.
How wonderful and incredible! The wood that was too short 
lengthened, so that it was not found lacking, but reached the 
necessary size.

Vita Silvestri, ch.24

Another miracle at Montefano: Sylvester lengthens a beam

The miracle occurs during the construction of the monastery of Montefano.
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Once the man of God, descending to the town of Fabriano, was 
sleeping at night in the house he had there; in the house of the 
sons of Signor Rinaldo di Rigozio, due to the fury of the wind, 
a strong and violent fire developed due to the imprudence of 
their servant. The fire also clung to the room where nearly six 
hundred fagots were piled up and the flames rose so high that 
they matched the top of the tower.
Immediately a great mass of people gathered to extinguish the 
fire; the efforts were many but useless and the result almost 
nil. This servant of God had already woken up and received 
an embassy from the sons of Signor Rinaldo, Bertoldo and 
Corrado, who were very fond of him, with a prayer that he 

would deign to go to their home. They firmly believed that 
his prayer was worth more than everyone else’s efforts to 
extinguish the impetus of the raging fire.

The holy man, moved to compassion, immediately ran to 
them and, standing on top of a stone staircase, asked for a 
barley bread and after having blessed it he threw it into the 
fire saying: “I order you, fire, from our Lord Jesus Christ 
to consume this bread as your portion and not to proceed 
further; be enclosed in yourself and reduced without burning 
anything else”.

Vita Silvestri, ch.15

Sylvester miraculously puts out a fire at Fabriano

The fire had developed in the house of a benefactor, Rinaldo di Rigozio.
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A woman from the city of Cagli, possessed by the devil for a 
long time, was constantly tormented by it with violence. Her 
relatives often took her to various churches.
The wicked spirit who was oppressing her was asked by the 
merit of which saint it should cease from cruelly oppressing the 
woman. He, compelled in the name of Christ before whom every 
knee bows down, gave this answer: “Why do you labour to lead 
in various churches this woman in whom I live? This honour is 
reserved for Sylvester whose command must be obeyed“.
When the saint appeared at the door of the church of San 
Giacomo di Settimiano in Rome, the demon doubled his 
strength in tormenting the woman more violently. She 

shuddered with her teeth and emitted saliva, twisted like a 
woman in labor, while the malignant oppressor did not stop 
shouting: “Here, is Silvester, here comes Sylvester to go insult 
me”. The man of God disputed for a while with the devil who 
in the end, at his command, forcibly abandoned the house that 
for a long time he had inhabited.
The woman then from that oppression was reduced to such 
a state of prostration that she seemed for a moment lifeless; 
having recovered a bit with food given to her by the servant 
of God and having regained her strength, she was healed 
perfectly and with her relatives returned home thanking God.

Vita Silvestri, ch.30

Sylvester heals a possessed woman in Rome

The demons cast out of the woman are seven, symbolic number of fullness.
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When the workers had tasted the water turned into wine they 
marveled and, exceedingly stupefied, said: “Why, father, did 
you say that there was no wine in the house, when you have 
served us excellent wine?”.

He answered nothing and turned away from them; but to 
the brothers who knew well what had happened he ordered to 
conceal the miracle, always desiring to please only in the eyes 
of the All-Seeing One.

Vita Silvestri, ch.31

In the monastery of Grottafucile, the first place he chose to lead 
a eremitical life, the man of God was making a cistern built 
there, necessary for the condition of that place.

When the wine was completely lacking, the workers complained 
strongly; he then consoled them saying: “You see, my sons, 
that today there is no wine left in this place; therefore have 
patience for the love of the Lord, because divine grace will be 
able to give later what is lacking today”.
Then, around noon, he commanded his brothers to bring the 
water that he himself had first blessed with a sign of the cross 
to the thirsty and hot workers.

Sylvester changes water into wine at Grottafucile

Sylvester performs the same miracle as Jesus at the wedding feast of Cana.
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marvels that are happening on Montefano right now” .
Even more astonished he turned his gaze towards Montefano 
and saw the whole monastery and the mountain shining with 
lights like torches.
Although the dark night obscured his sight, he walked quickly 
and came to the monastery.

He pushed the door, entered the silence of the deep night and 
found that the servant of God Sylvester had died at the same 
time he had been called; so, rejoicing greatly, he gave thanks 
to the Creator.

Vita Silvestri, ch.35

We must then add to the greater glory of the man of God what 
a brother named James saw and heard, a man of admirable 
simplicity and holiness. Thus this brother was found, who had 
taught his tongue never to utter any falsehood, in a possession 
of the monastery of Montefano to cultivate the vineyard.
Tired of work, given the late hour and darkness having already 
fallen, he wanted to go to rest; securing the door of the cottage, 
he went to bed to sleep.

Suddenly he heard himself called three times distinctly a voice 
clearer than he had ever heard, with these words: “James, 
James, go out immediately to be able to better contemplate the 

An extraordinary event occurring on the death of Sylvester

A wonderful vision had by the monk James in the village of Attiggio at the foot of Monte Fano.
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Life of St Sylvester Guzzolini in images Monastery of Montefano
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Segna di Bonaventura (active in the workshop of Duccio di Boninsegna)
St Sylvester Guzzolini, detail of polyptych, c.1320

New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art



Giuseppe Cesari, known as Cavalier d’Arpino
The Holy Family with St John the Baptist as a child and St Sylvester Guzzolini

Serra San Quirico (AN), Church of Santa Lucia



THE CROSS OF ST BENEDICT

One of the most widespread devotions, not only thanks to the influence of the Benedictine monasteries, is the Cross of St 
Benedict, especially in the most frequent form of the medal.
Here we present it as it appears on the upstairs floor of the Monastery of Montefano.

This is the meaning of the initial letters:

1.	 it starts from the inner circle, from left to right, above and below;
2.	 then the cross, from top to bottom and from left to right;
3.	 IHS (above, in the cross) = Iesus;
4.	 finally, the outer circle, clockwise.

Crux Sancti Patris Benedicti

Cross of the Holy Father Benedict
Crux Sancta Sit Mihi Lux

The Holy Cross Be My Light
Non Draco Sit Mihi Dux

Let not the Devil Be My Leader
Vade Retro Satana 
Go Back Satan 
Numquam Suade Mihi Vana

Do not Attract Me to Vanities 
Sunt Mala Quae Libas 
Your Drinks Are Evil 
Ipse Venena Bibas

Drink Your Poisons yourself

The Latin text is composed, after the title “Crux Sancti Patris Benedicti (CSPB)”, of three couplets that contain an invocation 
to the Holy Cross, with the supplicating desire to have it as a guide and support, and the expression of repudiation towards 
Satan , who is commanded to move away – with the words of Jesus when he was tempted (Mt 4, 10) – showing that he will not 
listen to his suggestions, because what he offers is bad.
It is an authentic profession of faith and love for Jesus Christ, as well as a renunciation of the evil one.


